
ACTS: Shipwrecks, Snakebites, and Shackles, oh my! 
Mike Howerton - Lead Pastor

i) ACTS is the story of the church _____________________God’s Spirit

ii) the POWER SOURCE of the church in ACTS is the same 
POWER SOURCE of _______________________________

But the Lord said…“Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles 
and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. And I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name’s sake.”  Acts 9:15 NLT

Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times 
I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night 
and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from 
robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger 
in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, 
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and 
exposure. 2 Corinthians 11:24-27 ESV

I’m in chains, but at least I’m on a nice ship… 
and then: _________________________

We had lost a lot of time. The weather was becoming dangerous for sea travel 
because it was so late in the fall, and Paul spoke to the ship’s officers about it.  “Men,” 
he said, “I believe there is trouble ahead if we go on—shipwreck, loss of cargo, and 
danger to our lives as well.”  But the officer in charge of the prisoners listened more to 
the ship’s captain and the owner than to Paul. Acts 27:9-11 NLT

Who is the ____________________ of my life?

The terrible storm raged for many days, blotting out the sun and the stars, until at last all 
hope was gone. No one had eaten for a long time. Finally, Paul called the crew together 
and said, “Men, you should have listened to me in the first place and not left Crete. You 
would have avoided all this damage and loss. But take courage! None of you will lose 
your lives, even though the ship will go down. For last night an angel of the God to whom 
I belong and whom I serve stood beside me, and he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you 
will surely stand trial before Caesar! What’s more, God in his goodness has granted 
safety to everyone sailing with you.’ So take courage! For I believe God. It will be just as 
he said. But we will be shipwrecked on an island.” Acts 27:20-25 NLT

How do I lead in the ___________________________________ 

I’m weary but at least the shipwreck is behind me… 
and then: _______________________________
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Once we were safe on shore, we learned that we were on the island of Malta. The people 
of the island were very kind to us. It was cold and rainy, so they built a fire on the shore 
to welcome us. As Paul gathered an armful of sticks and was laying them on the fire, a 
poisonous snake, driven out by the heat, bit him on the hand. The people of the island 
saw it hanging from his hand and said to each other, “A murderer, no doubt! Though he 
escaped the sea, justice will not permit him to live.” Acts 28:1-4 NLT

But Paul shook off the snake into the fire and was unharmed. The people waited for him 
to swell up or suddenly drop dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw that he 
wasn’t harmed, they changed their minds and decided he was a god. Acts 28:5-6

Near the shore where we landed was an estate belonging to Publius, the chief official of 
the island. He welcomed us and treated us kindly for three days. As it happened, Publius’s 
father was ill with fever and dysentery. Paul went in and prayed for him, and laying his hands 
on him, he healed him. Then all the other sick people on the island came and were healed.  
As a result we were showered with honors, and when the time came to sail, people supplied 
us with everything we would need for the trip. Acts 28:7-9 NLT

I overcame quite a bit just to sit… 
in _________________________

When we arrived in Rome, Paul was permitted to have his own private lodging, though he 
was guarded by a soldier. Three days after Paul’s arrival, he called together the local Jewish 
leaders. He said to them, “Brothers, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the 
Roman government, even though I had done nothing against our people or the customs 
of our ancestors. The Romans tried me and wanted to release me, because they found no 
cause for the death sentence. But when the Jewish leaders protested the decision, I felt it 
necessary to appeal to Caesar, even though I had no desire to press charges against my 
own people. I asked you to come here today so we could get acquainted and so I could 
explain to you that I am bound with this chain because I believe that the hope of Israel—the 
Messiah—has already come.” Acts 28:16-20 NLT

So a time was set, and on that day a large number of people came to Paul’s lodging. 
He explained and testified about the Kingdom of God and tried to persuade them about 
Jesus from the Scriptures. Using the law of Moses and the books of the prophets, he 
spoke to them from morning until evening. Some were persuaded by the things he said, 
but others did not believe. Acts 28:23-24 NLT

For the next two years, Paul lived in Rome at his own expense. He welcomed all who 
visited him, boldly proclaiming the Kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And no one tried to stop him. Acts 28:30-31 NLT

THE CHALLENGE TO LIVE:  

1)  ___________________ to ALL                      

2) BOLDLY  ___________________________ the Kingdom of God

I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have 
learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:12-13 NKJV
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