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We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. 1 John 3:16 NLT

We love each other because he loved us first. 1 John 4:19 NLT

Jesus

Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this
world and return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth,
and now he loved them to the very end. It was time for supper, and the devil had
already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the
Father had given him authority over everything and that he had come from God and
would return to God. So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel
around his waist, and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. John 13:1-5 NLT

Jesus loves us

We because He loved us first

We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to
give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. 1 John 3:16 NLT

If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we
don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? And he
has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers.
1 John 4:20-21 NLT

If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have passed
from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead. Anyone who hates
another brother or sister is really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers
don’t have eternal life within them. 1 John 3:14-15 NLT

This is the message you have heard from the beginning: We should love one another.
We must not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and killed his brother. And

why did he kill him? Because Cain had been doing what was evil, and his brother had
been doing what was righteous. So don'’t be surprised, dear brothers and sisters, if the
world hates you. 1 John 3:11-13 NLT



People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies.
Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.

Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway.
- Mother Theresa

Love

| have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know
you have eternal life. 1 John 5:13 NLT

And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. And
since we know he hears us when we make our requests, we also know that he will give us
what we ask for. 1 John 5:14,15 NLT

Questions for Groups //

*  ReadJohn 3:16 and 1 John 3:16 - what are some similarities about these two verses?
. What does “loving to the very end” look like in challenging relationships?

* Talk about this statement - “we love each other because He first loved us.”

*  Read the Mother Teresa quote together. What part of her quote drives you to action?

*  How can “Love Anyway” be part of your actions this coming week?

*  Praytogether!
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