
CAUTIONS, ADMONITIONS AND OTHER  
PARENTAL CARE MOMENTS

Mike Howerton - Lead Pastor

Do not love _________________________________

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you 
do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for 
physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and 
possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this world 
is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever. 1 John 2:15-17 NLT

You need to be aware __________________________

Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and 
already many such antichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour 
has come. These people left our churches, but they never really belonged with us; 
otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that they did not 
belong with us. But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you his Spirit, and 
all of you know the truth.  So I am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth 
but because you know the difference between truth and lies. And who is a liar? Anyone 
who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and the Son is an 
antichrist. 1 John 2:18-22 NLT

God’s Spirit brings  ____________________________

Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test 
them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets 
in the world. This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming 
to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that person has 
the Spirit of God. But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge 
the truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the 
Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here. 
1 John 4:1-3 NLT

But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those 
people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the 
world. Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, and 
the world listens to them. But we belong to God… 1 John 4:4-6a NLT

We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for God’s Son holds 
them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them.  We know that we are children of 
God and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one. 1 John 5:18-19 NLT
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I am writing these things to warn you about those who want to lead you astray. But you have 
received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what 
is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is true—
it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship with Christ.  
1 John 2:26-27 NLT

Live as ___________________________________________

Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts.  
1 John 5:21 NLT

Questions for Groups //  
• What was a GOOD piece of advice you received growing up?
• What is the BEST piece of advice you’ve read in the Bible?
• What was John talking about specifically when he wrote “Do not love this world”?
• How does discernment play out in your work/home life?
• What is one way you can “live as a child of God” this week?
• Pray together!
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